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I. Introduction ï Old Evils Die Hard, If Ever 

 

It is tragic that ancient evils still exist today in our modern societies.
1
   Even the most 

enlightened and evolved still have not managed to shake off the malevolent horrors of yesterday.  

Of course, in a modern society, certain virtues and vices will be debated.  For example, in our 

contemporary landscape the morality of abortion is hotly contested.  While this feud may rage 

for some time and perhaps inevitably so, due to the moral confusion of our age, there are other 

ethical matters that folks on both sides of this issue (and other dividing issues) wholeheartedly 

agree upon.  We would be hard pressed to find anyone (outside the insane asylum) from the pro-

choice or pro-life camps arguing that ï for example ï torturing senior citizens for entertainment 

purposes is morally upright.  This example may seem far-fetched and rightly so.  I intentionally 

invoke an example that would show the obvious, that is, there are some things that all people ï 

regardless of their age, gender, sexual orientation, moral compass, political affiliation or 

religious commitments, would agree is wrong.  Fortunately, total agreement on the morality of 

certain evils is not relegated to the far-fetched.  Yet sadly, total agreement on the immorality of 

certain behaviors does not assure there demise.   

The assumption that modernization will deliver us from ancient evils is just that ï an 

assumption.  The prevalence of this assumption can be seen by the typical shock experienced by 

those learning for the first time that certain evils, the ones we all agree are evils, are still freely 

walking in our societies.  Most people in our modern world are surprised to discover that the 

specific ancient evil of slavery is still alive and well today.  Like the far-fetched example above 

concerning the torture of senior citizens, the immorality of the institution of slavery has total 

                                                 
1 Perhaps it is equally tragic that we assume modernization entails the abolition of evil.  We place our faith in technology and 
modernity to provide messianic deliverance from oppressors and social vices.  Yet, countless advances in technology post 
industrialization have brought us no closer to eradicating evil.  WWI and WII, not to mention other atrocious scenes of blood 
shed, happened on modernityôs watch.   
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consensus from the most morally polarized of communities.  Pro-life and pro-choice will all 

joins hands in praying for the downfall of the institution of slavery.  Yet again, agreement does 

not bring about removal.  Thus, while our nation and many others in the West pride themselves 

upon being progressive and humane, we have not managed to progress beyond the inhumane 

institution of slavery.   

This may come as a shock to many in our country, but the enterprise of slavery still 

continues today and it is stronger than ever before.  Current studies indicate ï on a conservative 

measurement ï that there are an estimated 27 million people enslaved in the world today.
2
  This 

number is more than any other time in history.  With the utter popularity of slavery, one wonders 

why the worldôs majority is largely unaware of it.  Of course, slavery has been outlawed (that is, 

on paper at least) in the West thanks to the fearless work of countless abolitionists who operated 

like prophets out of a sacred text bringing about reform.  Yet, and it should go without saying, 

just because something is illegal it does necessarily follow that it will stop.  The existence of the 

black market and the drug cartel is a case in point.  Murdering innocent people is universally 

acknowledged as evil and illegal, yet murder is an act that we will never rid ourselves of this side 

of heaven or any utopia dreamed up by those who don't believe in a literal heaven.  Like murder, 

it appears from history and our modern setting that slavery will sadly require a never-ending 

fight and those concerned about the wellbeing of their fellow humans must enlist in this battle.     

                                                 
2 Given that slavery today is largely illegal in all countries and banned by international conventions, it is difficult to ascertain a 
number with a high degree of certainty.  Governments typically deny the existence of slaves in their lands to avoid international 
condemnation and slaves are unable to report their victimization until after their emancipation.  Many liberated slaves are too 
afraid and in many cultures too ashamed to report their oppressors.  Slavery is a hidden reality, thus measuring it is done 
predominantly through indirect ways.  This number of 27 million slaves is the result of the extensive research of Dr. Kevin Bales, 
which he conducted at Roehampton University in London from 1996 to 2000.  After collecting a wide variety of data (from both 
official and non-official governmental sources) from various countries, Dr. Bales assessed the number of slaves in these 
countries and aggregated the totals which produced the suggested total of 27 million people in slavery around the globe.  Dr. 
Balesô research was reviewed by a panel and subsequent researchers (e.g. The International Labor Organization [ILO]) have 
produced similar totals with the lowest being 12.3 million and the highest 100 million.  It is fair to say that Dr. Balesô 27 million 
estimate is a conservative statistic.   
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In order to combat the ancient evil of slavery in our modern setting, we must constantly 

educate ourselves and the next generation concerning the complexities of this wicked institution.  

In this research paper, I will begin by offering a definition of slavery and then move to survey its 

various forms or kinds.  I will then offer a survey of its history in the globe, emphasizing the 

Western and particularly the American involvement in the history of this evil.  I will move to 

show how slavery is alive today in all of its historical forms, giving the reader a mere sampling 

of the atrocities in the global scene.  The paper will wind down with a discussion on the process, 

causes (both societal and cultural) and invisibility of slavery today.  I will wrap up with an 

explanation of why slavery goes about unnoticed in the West and finally I will close by offering 

suggestions for readers to combat slavery in their own context as we long for a day to see slavery 

end.  Before getting much further into the ancient evil of slavery, I will now begin by offering a 

working definition to guide the reader through the paper and beyond. 

 

II.  What is Slavery? Defining Terms  
  

Offering a universally agreed upon definition of slavery is not an easy task.  There are 

basic components that most would agree constitute slavery, yet there are minor points debated, 

largely in academic settings.  The divergence of views on defining slavery is complicated not 

only by academics, but also by its international presence and the jurisprudential factors that arise 

from this as cultures wrestle with different mores and worldviews.  In different cultures and 

languages the word 'slave' has a wide semantic range.  Thus, arriving at a definition of slavery 

that incorporates all groupsô contextualized concepts and forms of slavery would require a 

voluminous work.  For purposes of this paper, I will offer a broad enough definition that will 

suffice the academically and culturally nuanced explanations, yet a tight enough definition that 

will guide the reader addressing this persistent social evil.   
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Slavery simply defined means the holding of person(s) against their will.  However, this 

simple definition is not sufficient because it could turn some parents, hospitals and prisons 

(among other places) into slave-owners.  Thus, a more thorough definition is required lest 

virtuous parents be labeled slave drivers by rebellious teens for grounding them.  A more 

thorough and specific definition of slavery explains that any relationship, condition and/or 

institution in which one person (ñthe slaveò) is unjustly considered or treated as property, held 

captive and/or controlled by another individual, group or outside force (ñthe masterò) by the 

power of law, violence (or threat of violence), or psychological coercion for the benefit or 

pleasure of the master, resulting in the slaveôs loss of freedom (of will or movement), 

dehumanization and economic exploitation.
3
  In slavery the slave receives no payment for their 

work from their master beyond subsistence.   

From this working definition we see that if a person cannot walk away from an unjust 

relationship, condition or institution in which they do not receive agreed upon compensation they 

are a properly categorized as a slave.  The slave is one who has been degraded and dehumanized 

in the worst of ways.  Ethicist R.M. Hare characterizes slavery as a relationship in which ñone 

party is denied the opportunity, and the other the incentive, to realize full human potential, and 

so both are degraded.ò
4
  Hare has used a bad word ñopportunity.ò  It is not just opportunity, since 

even free people can be denied opportunities for various reasons.  The question at hand is 

whether the denial is right or not.  Hence, the wrongness of slavery must be grounded in the 

                                                 
3 Anti-Slavery International supplies a definition of slavery that is also helpful and largely agreed upon: a slave is ñone, forced to 
workðthrough mental or physical threat; two, owned or controlled by an óemployerô, usually through mental or physical abuse or 
threatened abuse; three, dehumanized, treated as a commodity or bought and sold as ópropertyô; four, physically constrained or 
has restrictions placed on his/her freedom of movementò (Christien Van den Anker (ed.). The Political Economy of New Slavery. 
New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2004, p. 18). 
4 R.M. Hare, ñSlavery,ò Encyclopedia of Ethics. Vol. II. Lawrence C. Becker (ed).  New York: Garland Publishing, 1992,  
 p.1159. 
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notion of human rights.
5
  Through understanding human rights we see that every form of slavery 

is inherently evil.  In this paper I will not offer an argument for the immorality or inherent evil of 

slavery.  I assume this as a foundational and intuitive moral of my readers.  As Hare recognizes, 

the fact that ñslavery is wrongò is something at ñthe everyday intuitive level.ò
6
  In this paper, I 

will assume with Hare that the evil of slavery is intuitive to my readers.  Thus, with this working 

definition of slavery and the combined intuitive awareness of my readers, I will now move to 

survey the terrain of this evil.  My survey will begin with a look at the different kinds of slavery 

that have occurred in human history and then I will offer a historical sketch of how slavery has 

played out in human history.   

 

III.  The Different Kinds of Slavery  

 

Slavery takes on a variety of forms.  Many of my readers will no doubt think of the race 

based slavery of the Deep South, but this is only one mere manifestation of a certain variety, 

which has largely disappeared from the global stage.  In her book Slavery in the Twentieth 

Century, Professor Suzanne Miers looks at the evolution of slavery and categorizes its various 

forms.
7
  Miers observes seven different kinds of slavery, which I will now briefly explain, 

elaborating upon her work.  I will use these seven kinds later in this paper when I discuss modern 

day slavery and show the reader how these forms are still alive today.   Following Miersô order, I 

will begin with a look at chattel slavery and end with forced labor. 

 

                                                 
5 The concept of human rights is not new.  It is as old as humanity.  Ancients like Moses, Plato and Aristotle dealt with notions of 
freedom, justice, property, poverty and issues of human rights.  Two thousand years ago Jesus and the Apostle Paul called for 
human rights.  Following in their footsteps were countless other voices advancing human rights and speaking against violations 
of them.  Great thinkers like Basil of Caesarea (c.329-379) and John Chrysostom (c.347-407) through to the medieval thinkers 
like Thomas Aquinas (who coined the term ñnatural rightsò) we find a cogent framework for dealing with and defining the evil of 
slavery, not to mention other evils. 
6 R.M. Hare, p.1159. 
7 Suzanne Miers.  Slavery in the Twentieth Century: The Evolution of a Global Problem.  Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield 
Publishers, 2003. 
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A.  Chattel Slavery  

 

Chattel slavery is a specific type of slavery in which a slave is considered to be the 

outright property of another person(s) and this person(s) is considered to be their owner and/or 

master.  As property, the chattel slave may be traded for things or sold for money and expected 

to do whatever the owner asks, mainly perform labor.  The labor performed by chattel slaves is 

generally divided into two forms, domestic work (labor around and in the home of a master) and 

field work (labor performed in fields or factories to produce a marketable good).  Like animals, 

chattel slaves, were often allowed to breed (or intentionally bred) to produce offspring that 

would also be considered the masterôs property.  Meirs explains that in chattel slavery the 

ñchattels, [are] dependent on their pastoral ownersò
8
 for food and shelter, much like a household 

pet.  Chattel slavery has prevailed throughout human history.  Most of my readers will be 

familiar with its prevalence in early American history through the transatlantic slave trade and 

the white suppression of black captives.  

 

B.  Debt-bondage  

 

Debt bondage is a type of slavery in which a person(s) become enslaved as a result of a 

debt(s) incurred that a person is unable to pay off or by the promise of money given in advance.  

Debt bondage is much like peonage, only worse.
9
  Unlike chattel slavery, debt bondage can be a 

                                                 
8  Meirs, p.418. 
9 Peonage (from the Spanish word peôon) describes a worker who has little control over their employment and its conditions.  
Quoting Cheryl Payer, Michael Rowbotham writes, ñIn the peonage, or debt slavery system, the worker is unable to use his 
nominal freedom to leave the service of his employer, because the latter supplies him with credité necessary to supplement his 
meager wages.  The aim of the employer/creditor/merchant is neither to collect the debt once and for all, nor to starve the 
employee to death, but rather to keep the labourer permanently indentured through his debt to the employerò (Michael 
Robotham, The Grip of Death: A Study of Modern Money, Debt Slavery and Destructive Economics. Oxfordshire, Jon Carpenter 
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voluntary arrangement and it can be temporary, until oneôs debt is satisfied.   The person in debt-

bondage slavery works to pay off their debt or loan, just as many people work second jobs to pay 

off their credit cards, the key difference is that ï in the case of debt-bondage ï the person works 

directly for the debtor and thereby loses certain freedoms.  Miers observes that debt-bondage can 

take ñmany formsò and it is ñone of the most widespread forms of contemporary slavery.ò
10

   

On the surface, debt-bondage sounds much more ethically palatable than chattel slavery, 

however, most people in debt-bondage enter into the agreement by force, threat of force or by 

trickery and end up in essentially chattel slavery conditions.  Many in debt-bondage are 

victimized and exploited with little pay and horrible work conditions that violate basic human 

rights.  Like chattel slavery, in debt-bondage slavery a personôs children can be forced into work, 

because in places where this practice occurs debt is viewed as a family matter, that is, a father is 

not just in debt, his whole family shares the debt and is thereby susceptible to become debt slaves 

until the debt is paid.  In modern history, under international law, debt-bondage is considered 

unethical, yet it still manages to survive and thrive in the global scene.
11

  

 

C.  The exploitation of children   

 

The exploitation of children is a specific form of slavery in which children become 

slaves.  This practice is often referred to as child labor.  Throughout human history, children 

have been exploited by adults for labor, even in so-called civilized societies.  Child labor is 

essentially any unjust act or work that a child is forced (by coercion or violence) or tricked into 

                                                                                                                                                             
Publishing, 1998. p.72).  For further reading on peonage see: Pete Daniel. The Shadow of Slavery: Peonage in the South, 1901-
1969 (5th edition ed.). New York: Oxford University Press, 1990. 
10 Miers, p.423. 
11 See Article 1(a) of the United Nations 1956 Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, NY: United Nations, 
(accessed at http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/30.htm on May 1, 2009 ).      
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doing that harms or hinders them or their development.  The exploitation of children places them 

in circumstances that are physically and psychologically dangerous, including ï but not limited 

to ï the removal of children from school and families.  Miers explains, ñFamily labor or part-

time work was acceptable for older children if they were not deprived education, leisure, and 

normal childhood activities.ò
12

  In many cases children are entered into child labor by their 

parents who either sell child (or children) or get tricked into exploiting them (usually under the 

promise of receiving an education or work).    

There are three general ways a child becomes a slave: through birth, being given away or 

sold, or by capture.  Once entered into slavery, children end up working in an endless array of 

fields like cottage industries, factories, quarries, circuses and prostitution.  Miers says that the 

exploitation of children is a reality because ñbecause they [children] were cheap and 

defenseless.ò
13

  The practice exists and continues in societies where government authorities are 

paid off to look the other way, leaving citizens to live in fear and allowing evil to prevail.   

 

D.  Adult Trafficking and forced prostitution 

 

Adult trafficking and forced prostitution take on a variety of divergent patterns.  

Criminologists Alexis A. Aronowitz and Monika Peruffo observe, ñTrafficked victims and 

exploitation patterns differ throughout the world.ò
14

 Adult trafficking is a type of slavery, which 

is essentially akin to chattel slavery, yet it includes an additional characteristic, that is the 

movement or migration of the slave.  Adult trafficking occurs when a slave is moved by a master 

                                                 
12  Miers, p. 425. 
13  Ibid. 
14 Alexis A. Aronowitz and Monika Peruffo, ñTrafficking in Human Beings and Related Crimes in West and Central Africa,ò The 
Blackwell Companion to Criminology.  William J. Chamblis (ed).  Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2004, p.394. 
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into a ñnon-consensual situation of exploitation (or harm) that results in the loss of control by an 

individual[s] over his or her situation.ò
15

  The difference between chattel slavery and trafficking 

is the mechanism of enslavement.  Trafficking results when a person or group is lured by the 

promise of something (e.g. a good job, education, etc.) but finds themselves in chattel like 

conditions.  Often those victimized are migrant workers and the uneducated.  Many confuse 

smuggling with trafficking, but the two are distinct crimes.
16

   

The UN Trafficking Protocol of the Transnational Convention on Organized Crime 

(known colloquially as the ñPalermo Protocolò) defines trafficking as follows:
17

  

(a)  ñTrafficking in personsò shall mean the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring 
or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of 

abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of 
the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having 
control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation.  Exploitation shall include, at a 

minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, 
forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of 
organs; 

 (b) The consent of a victim of trafficking in persons to the intended exploitation set forth in 
subparagraph (a) of this article shall be irrelevant where any of the means set forth in 

subparagraph (a) have been used; 
(c) The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a child for the purpose 
of exploitation shall be considered ñtrafficking in personsò even if this does not involve any 

of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article; 
(d) ñChildò shall mean any person under eighteen years of age.

18
 

 

Based on the above definition of trafficking, one can see how forced prostitution and trafficking 

go hand in hand.  Prostitution is one of the purposes of trafficking among other things like 

                                                 
15 The UN Inter-Agency Project on Human Trafficking in the Greater Mekong Sub-region (UNIAP), NY: United Nations, 
(accessed at http://www.no-trafficking.org/content/FAQ/faq.htm#q1 on April 1, 2009). 
16 Basically, smuggling and human trafficking are very similar, but there is one key difference, that is, exploitation.  Smuggling is 
the illegal transport of migrants across international lines and human trafficking is smuggling done by coercion or exploitation.  
Even if there is consent involved, if it is gained by coercion or exploitation that will also be considered human trafficking.  This 
exploitation is seen when the migrant arrives to their new home.  A smuggled person is free to look for a job or perhaps even 
apply for asylum.  On the other hand, the trafficked person has no such freedom.  They are placed in debt bondage and forced 
into labor as a slave.   
17 United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocols Thereto.  United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime. NY: United Nations, 2004, pp.42-43. (accessed at 
http://www.ungift.org/docs/ungift/pdf/knowledge/Conv_Trans_Orga_Crime.pdf on April 15, 2009) 
18 Note that the words "labour" and "harbour" are spelled according to British standards.  In America we do not use the 'u' (labor, 
harbor).  In this paper I have left the British spelling when I am quoting and have used American standards in my own spelling. 
Other words to note include traffiking (the British spelling) versus trafficking (the American spelling).   
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begging, soliciting, and exploited labor.  Steve Chalke defines human trafficking as ñthe 

dislocation of someone by deception or coercion for exploitation, through forced prostitution, 

forced labour, or other forms of slavery.ò
19

  Prostitution, as a form or purpose of trafficking, is a 

difficult evil to address because there is not global consensus (yet alone local consensus) that 

prostitution should be a criminal offense.  They believe that consensual prostitution is a matter of 

free choice and an inevitable practice that cannot be prevented.  Some nations have not signed 

important treaties for this reason.
20

   

 

E.  Servile marriage, early and forced marriage  

 

Servile marriage and/or early and forced marriage is an exchange in which a person is 

promised and/or given in marriage without their consent as a payment of a consideration in 

money or kind.  When a person is not given the right to refuse marriage, it is considered servile 

and hence a form of slavery, trapping a person in a relationship of master and slave.  Servile 

marriage and early/forced marriage usually enslaves women, very rarely is a male promised or 

given in marriage against his will.   This occurs easily on the global scene because in many parts 

of the world women do not have the same rights as men when it comes to marriage.  Miers 

discusses her observations of servile and forced marriage, noting that there are various degrees of 

injustice and harm inflicted in this form of slavery.
21

  

 

                                                 
19 Steve Chalke.  Stop the Traffik.  Oxford: Lion Hudson, 2009, p.10. 
20 For example, Britain and the Netherlands did not sign the 1949 Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic of Persons and 
the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others on the grounds that it criminalized consensual prostitution.   
21 Miers observes, ñWomenôs rights varied considerably from country to country.  In some, they could be divorced at will and had 
no rights to the custody of their children.  Marriages were polygynous.  Women could not own property.  Wife beating as legal 
and women had to defer to their husbands or other male relations, who were the recognized heads of familiesò (Miers, p.434 ). 
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F.  Cult or ritual slavery  

 

Cult or ritual slavery is a category or kind of slavery that is done and propagated in the 

name of organized religious practices usually victimizing women and young girls.  Miers 

describes cult or ritual slavery as follows: ñCult slavery, in which a person, usually a young girl, 

was dedicated to a god or goddesséò
22

   This dedication usually involves marriage, hence cult or 

ritual slavery often takes on the characteristics of servile slavery.  Anti-Slavery International 

(ASI) defines cult or ritual slavery as ñforced religious 'marriage'.  The custom of 'marrying' girls 

to a deity, thereby depriving them of the right to ordinary marriage and assigning them to sexual 

exploitation by the deity's priests or devotees, existed in many ancient cultures, including in 

Europe, the Middle East, West Africa and South Asia.ò
23

  Cult slavery is common in ancient 

religions like Jainism, Buddhism and Hinduism. 
24

  In addition to these ancient religions, cult 

slavery is also practiced in modern religions like Islam.
25

   

                                                 
22 Miers, p.436. 
23 Maggie Black.  Women in Ritual Slavery, London: Anti-Slavery International 2007, p. 1. 
24 Maggie Black describes the eastern practice of cult slavery in relation to the goddess Yellamma.  She writes: ñThe Goddess of 
fertility, Yellamma, is at the heart of the ancient Dravidian cult with which the practice is identified. óMarriagesô of girls to 
Yellamma have been taking place for at least 2,000 years and probably much longer. The extraordinary survival of the custom 
has made it an object of folkloric and religious study, but its origins are obscured by accumulated mythology and successive 
layers of political, religious, economic and cultural influence. It seems likely that early farming peoples dependent on the fertility 
of the natural world developed a cult of the Mother Goddess, a super-deity among lesser gods (male and female) of crops, rivers, 
soil, and other natural forces. In order for her to remain fertile, active sexual congress was required. Drought or deterioration in 
the productivity of the land might be ascribed to her wrath. Therefore her propitiation was sought by dedicating pure young girls 
as priestesses devoted to her worship and care. At puberty, their sexuality must be sacrificed to maintain her fertility. This would 
be sustained by bringing male devotees together with the Goddess sexually through her handmaidens, thereby trying to procure 
her ongoing goodwill7. The cult thus originates in a folk religion subsequently overtaken by Jainism, Buddhism and Hinduismò 
(Black, p. 7). 
25A common feature in Islam was the practice of concubinage, a form of cult slavery.  The BBC observes: ñConcubinage may be 
defined as the more or less permanent cohabitation (outside the marriage bond) of a man with a woman or women, whose 
position would be that of secondary wives, women bought, acquired by gift, captured in war, or domestic slaves.  Muslim cultures 
are thought to have had more female slaves than male slaves.  Enslaved women were given many tasks and one of the most 
common was working as a domestic servant.  But some female slaves were forced to become sex workers: not prostitutes, as 
this is forbidden in Islam, but concubines. Concubines were women who were sexually available to their master, but not married 
to him. A Muslim man could have as many concubines as he could affordò (BBC Team. ñSlavery in Islam.ò  British Broadcasting 
Corp. 1/25/07 [accessed at http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/history/slavery_1.shtml  on February 20, 2009]). 
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According to the American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children (APSAC), 

ritual abuse involves one or more of the following elements:
26

  

[1] terrorizing acts (e.g., threats to kill parents, pets, or loved ones if the abuse is 

disclosed); [2] acts involving supernatural symbolism or ritual (e.g., the use of masks 

or robes, the use of crosses or pentagrams); [3] acts involving real or simulated 

killing of animals and sometimes human infants (these acts can serve both ritual and 

terrorizing ends); [4] acts involving real or simulated ingestion of urine, feces, blood, 

and "magic potions" which might include mind-altering substances; severe sexual 

abuse, often including penetration with objects. 

 

APSAC experts have come up with three classifications of ritual abuse, one of them being ritual 

abuse (the other two: pseudoritualistic abuse and psychopathological ritualism). They explain 

that ritual abuse is ñan elaborated spiritual belief system not sanctioned by any of the major 

organized religions. Abuse of children is probably not the ultimate goal, but the vehicle for 

inducing in adults a quasi-religious state and for creating and maintaining a particular spiritual or 

social system.ò
27

   

 

G.  Forced labor and sweatshops  

 

According to Miers, forced labor is ñusually imposed by governmentsò
28

 for military or 

economic gain, providing cheap labor for domestic construction, agricultural development and 

the production of goods for export.  This sets forced labor apart from chattel slavery, which is 

driven in capitalistic and private markets.  This is not to say that forced labor is not in the private 

sector; indeed it is.  Generally speaking it thrives in non-capitalist societies, but when it appears 

in the private sector it is usually found in farming and sweat shops.  The U.S. General 

                                                 
26 American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children, December, 1996, Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications (accessed 
at http://theawarenesscenter.org/ritualabuse.html. on February 14, 2009). 
27 Ibid.  
28 Miers, p.436. 



 

Page |   

 

14 

Accounting Office defines a sweatshop as ñan employer that violates more than one federal or 

state law governing minimum wage and overtime, child labor, industrial homework, 

occupational safety and health, workers compensation, or industry regulation.ò
29

    In America, 

sweat shops were largely the product of industrialization, however, they died over time as 

capitalist competition drove workers to find employment in better working environments.  In our 

modern setting sweat shops are the product of globalization, which allows for foreign labor to be 

exploited behind the backs of the morally conscience developed world, especially in non-

capitalist societies and places of poverty where workers cannot freely protest injustice.
30

   

 Having defined slavery and surveyed the seven general forms it takes, I will now move 

on to review for my readers a brief history of slavery.  Before we reflect on the modern 

occurrence of slavery, it is helpful to have this historical context.  This becomes especially 

helpful when considering the movements of abolition in history, so that we can follow their 

example into the future as we work to battle out this ever-present evil.  The history of slavery 

and abolition is complex and even a cursory survey would require multiple volumes.  Indeed, a 

history of slavery would in essence be a history of the world because slavery is interwoven into 

the ancient civilizations through our modern era.  In the scope and space of this paper, I must be 

brief.  History records examples of all seven forms outlined above and for sake of brevity I will 

paint with a broad stroke lumping them together, focusing primarily upon chattel and forced 

slavery.  In this survey, I will place an emphasis on Western Civilization and specifically 

abolition in America. 

                                                 
29 Zwolinski, Matt, "Sweatshops, Choice, and Exploitation." Business Ethics Quarterly, Vol. 17, No. 4, 2007, pp. 689-727. 
30 Professor Matt Zwolinski explains that In America, sweatshops can be traced back to the rise of industrialization in the 
nineteenth century, when millions of European immigrants flooded the nationôs cities seeking a better life for themselves and 
their families. Many of these immigrants went to work in large factories, where they played their part in the division of labor under 
a fairly centralized, hierarchical system of management. The factory was not the only place where work was to be found in the 
city, however, and many workers, especially women and children who lacked the physical strength demanded by factory work, 
sought employment in apparel. It is in the apparel industry that the form of production we now think of as ósweatshopsô originally 
took formò (Zwolinski, pp.3-4). 
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IV. Slavery in History 

 

  Slavery is as old as human civilizations and cultures.  The first city that humanôs 

constructed was in Mesopotamia and in this city we see evidence of slavery.  The earliest of 

human jurisprudential records like the Code of Hammurabi (c.1760BC), the Hittite Code of the 

Nesilim (c.1500BC) and the laws of the Hebrew Torah (c.1350BC) describe slavery as an 

institution.  In addition to written codes, ancient art depicts slavery.  All of the ancient empires 

like the Akkadians, Assyrias, Egyptians or the Shang-dynasty of China practiced slavery.       

 

A.  Ancient Slavery  

 

Ancient slavery was largely based upon the oppression of ethnic groups and the result of 

war.  Defeated soldiers and people groups were taken by victors as slaves.  In addition to war 

slavery, debt slavery was also popular.  In both cases, slaves were allowed certain freedoms, in 

some cases even the freedom to own property and enter into business.   

The ancient forms of slavery evolved in ancient Greece into a bona fide slave society by 

the 6
th
 and 4

th
 centuries BC.  The Roman world was built on slavery and depended on it as a 

society.  Though widely accepted, slave revolts were known to break out in Rome, like the 

Roman Servile Wars, most popularly known as the Third Servile War, led by infamous Spartacus 

(73-71BC).  The growth of slavery in the ancient era led to the growth of domestic slaves and 

popularity of slave markets in places like Athens, Rhodes, Corinth and Delos where thousands of 

slaves were sold in a single afternoon.  Tragically, Roman slavery was so wide spread that there 

were more slaves than citizens in the empire.   
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B.  Slavery in the Early Middle Ages  

 

As we move into the Early Middle Ages, that period of history from around 500 to 1000 

AD, we see slavery growing in acceptance and practice.  Outside of Rome, slavery was 

expanding alongside Western civilizations.  In Europe, the Scandinavians, Franks, Celts, Irish, 

Germans and Slavs were all known for slavery.   In England, the native Brits were enslaved by 

Anglo-Saxons in the 500s.  In the 600s there was the rise of the caliphate as crowds began to 

follow the religious and military figure, Muhammad, a practicing polygamist and founder of 

Islam.  Muhammad united the tribes of Arabia and established an Islamic empire by the power of 

the sword.  Following the lead of Muhammad, the Muslims were known for forcefully enslaving 

people in Europe from the early 700s through the medieval era.  The legality of slavery in Islam, 

together with the example of the Prophet Muhammad, who himself bought, sold, captured, and 

owned slaves, may explain why slavery persisted until the 19th century in many places (and later 

still in some countries).  The Persians bred slaves and sold them in their markets.  By 1000 AD, 

slavery was a normal part of both Islamic and European life.   

 

C.  Slavery in the High Middle Ages  

 

Moving along in history, The High Middle Ages began, extending from the 11
th
 century 

through the 1500s.  During this era, Western Europe became more politically organized and the 

Barbarian invasions of the Early Middle Ages seemed to wean off; however, in the late 1300s the 

slave trade increased to rebuild Europe after the Black Plague.  Slavery also increased as Islamic 

cultures grew in military conquest.  According to the BBC:  
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Slaves were owned in all Islamic societies, both sedentary and nomadic, ranging from 

Arabia in the centre to North Africa in the west and to what is now Pakistan and 

Indonesia in the east. Some Islamic states, such as the Ottoman Empire, the Crimean 

Khanate, and the Sokoto caliphate [Nigeria], must be termed slave societies because 

slaves there were very important numerically as well as a focus of the polities' 

energies.31   

 

In Islamic societies, slavery was not just a religious matter but it was also an economic and 

military issue.  Under Islam, slaves were taken for military service in order to advance the 

Muslim religion.  The Islamic world flourished on the backs of slaves in the middle ages through 

the modern era.  These Muslim powers were known for enslaving Christians, which was a sad 

reality seen in the Byzantine-Ottoman wars in the 13
th
 and 14

th
 centuries in Europe.   Under 

Islamic law (Sharia law) slavery was accepted and there was no basis for its abolition. 

 

D.  Slavery in the Early Modern Period  

 

As the Late Middle Ages came to a close, the Early Modern Period begins with the 

formation of the first European colonies with strong centralized governments.  Historians see this 

era as beginning in the 1500s and extending through to about 1800.  In the 15
th
 century, the 

Portuguese were hunting in Africa for slaves.  By the 16
th
 century, African slaves had replaced 

the majority of slaves in Western world.  These African slaves were exploited in the colonization 

of America through the transatlantic slave trade.  Between the 1600s and 1800s it is estimated 

that twenty million blacks were captured in Africa, transported to America, and brutally enslaved 

in our country as forced laborers.  Professor Michael Haas observes that as the new world 

                                                 
31 BBC Team. ñSlavery in Islam.ò  British Broadcasting Corp. 1/25/07 (accessed on 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/history/slavery_1.shtml  on February 20, 2009). 
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opened up there were many lands for Europeans to clear for agriculture.  Thus, ñSlaves were 

imported to the colonies in the Americas for that purpose [agriculture]éò
32

   

It is hard to tell when the first slaves hit American soil, but we know in 1619 African 

slaves were brought to Jamestown, Virginia.  The early English settlers used these slaves like 

indentured servants, releasing them after a few years of service, but this practice did not last 

long.  It was replaced with the race-based slavery used in Caribbean.  Thus, to be African or 

black on this soil was to be a slave for life, women and children included.  Blacks were subjected 

to inhumane conditions, not to mention being tortured, raped and murdered.
33

  As we move 

through our countryôs history we see abolitionists fighting to end slavery.  In the mean time, 

blacks suffered in horrible conditions.  Northern states passed emancipation acts between 1780 

and 1804.  In 1780 the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts became effective 

and declared all men ñborn free and equal.ò   

Meanwhile outside of American soil, abolition began to increase in late 1700s.  Abolition 

was largely through the efforts of the Christian West.
34

  In the East and largely due to Islam, 

slavery continued in full force through Arab, Indian and Oriental traders.
35

  In his survey of 

British evangelicals and their abolitionist work, Christopher Brown observes, ñbecause 

                                                 
32 Michael Haas.  International Human Rights.  NY: Routledge, 2008, p.46.   
33 The conditions were extreme as can be seen in the documents of the era, especially slave diaries like Harriet Ann Jacobsô 
(1813-1897) Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl.  The irony of this evil is that the Declaration of Independence was issued on July 
4th 1776 by the Second Continental Congress which announced the independence of the 13 American colonies.  The second line 
reads:  ñWe hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of happiness.ò  Yet, some of the pens that signed this document and many of 
our countryôs founders were slave masters. 
34 While the Christianized West was fighting slavery, the East was continuing to practice it.  For example, in 1930 the United 
States issues the Tariff Act of 1930, which under title 19, section 307, prohibits the importation of products made with ñforced or 
indentured laborò into its border.  Meanwhile in Japan the government was creating ñComfort Stationsò which were brothels for 
members of the military, which forced thousands of women (including children) into sex slavery.  During this time the Chinese 
government (and the Germans) were using slave labor (upwards in the millions!) for farming and industry.   
35 Muslim countries like Saudi Arabia did not abolish slavery until 1962.  In 1980 slavery was made illegal (for the fourth time) in 
the Islamic republic of Mauritania and still it did little to change the situation.  In the 1980s the Muslims captured slaves in the 
Sudanese civil wars.  Meanwhile, in the 90s the Christian Solidarity International was working tirelessly to liberate slaves by 
buying them back in Southern Sudan.  It was not until 2003 that Pakistan promised to the United Nations that óall bonded labor 
will stopô in their country. 
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Evangelicals conceived of sin as a form of bondage, liberation from sin led the reborn to 

understand the importance of liberation from enslavement in this world.ò 
36

  Men like William 

Wilberforce (1759 ï 1833), a British politician, worked for twenty rigorous years with 

evangelical leader John Newton (1725-1807) to abolish slavery in Britain.  The influence of 

Christians in Britain led to many abolitionist successes and it inspired Christians in the so-called 

new world, the Americas.
37

    

Like the British, the abolition of slavery in America was largely fueled by Christian 

activism.  In the 1744 the great preacher John Wesley published his famous Thoughts Upon 

Slavery which called for the abolition of slavery.  America was increasingly divided between 

North and South over the issue of slavery.
38

  In the 1780s, a slave, Quock (a Ghana name) 

Walker, sued ï using the phrase ñborn free and equalò (and scores of passages from the Bible).  

Quock won in a series of judicial cases, not only his freedom, but he paved the way for scores of 

others by abolishing the support of state courts for slavery.  As time passed the moral conscience 

of the country began to awaken.  Granville Sharp and Thomas Clarkson formed the Society for 

the Abolition of the Slave Trade in 1787.  For the first time in our countryôs history, large 

numbers were mobilized against slavery.  The Society worked to make slave conditions on slave 

                                                 
36 Christopher Leslie Brown.  Moral Capital: Foundations of British Abolitionism.  Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina 
Press, 2006.  p.336.  
37 By 1803 Denmark had become the first country in Europe to ban African slave trade.  By 1807, the UK Parliament passed a 
Bill which abolished slavery.  In 1813 Sweden banned slavery and in 1814 The King of the Netherlands followed suit and banned 
Dutch participation in slavery.  In 1820 Spain banned slavery as a result of a treaty with Britain.  Five years later, Argentina, 
Peru, Chile, and Bolivia also ban slavery.  By 1840 the Brits had established the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society which 
worked to create the World Anti-Slavery Convention in London.  The British Navy worked to cripple and destroy slave traders at 
sea.  In 1848 France banned slavery.  In 1850 Brazil did as well.  In 1861 Russia joins in.  By 1888 slavery was illegal in South 
America.  In 1910 the International Convention for the Suppression of White Slave Trade was born in Paris to help fight off the 
lingering slave institutions in the globe.  In 1915 the colonial government of Malaya made slavery illegal.  In 1919 The 
International Labor Organization (ILO) was formed in Geneva, Switzerland to create an international code of labor standards. In 
1926 The League of Nations issues the Slavery Convention and in 1930 they issue the Forced Labor Convention , calling on all 
member nations to abolish slavery.   
38 The Northern states rebelled against England and opposed slavery, while the South endorsed it.  In fact, the first Declaration 
of Independence spoke against slavery but the Southern constituency would not sign it so it was dropped for consensus sake.  
Hence, by 1787 slavery was legalized and ï as a compromise ï the importation of slaves was to end by 1808.   
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ships public knowledge by interviewing sailors and slaves, putting on display the instruments of 

torture used to subdue slaves.  This was published in his 1787 A Summary View of the Slave 

Trade and of the Probable Consequences of Its Abolition.   In this year, the Congress of the 

Confederation of the United States passed the Northwest Ordinance, which among many things, 

created the Northwest Territory (Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin and NE 

Minnesota) and barred slavery from it.  In 1790, just before the Modern Era, there were roughly 

59,000 freed blacks.   

 

E.  Slavery in the Modern Era 

 

The Modern Era was kicked off circa 1800 by the Enlightenment and the Industrial 

Revolution.  This was an era of great changes in western culture, with the advent of the printing 

press and the development of technologies that advanced agriculture, manufacturing and 

transportation.  It was an era where human thought and culture was believed to be at its highest, 

one marked by the uplifting of reason as the ultimate human authority and arbiter of truth. 

In 1810, the United States Congress abolished the international slave trade and the 

number of freed slaves had increased to almost 187,000.  This was mainly in the north, for as the 

country grew, slavery in the south proved to be quite entrenched.  The invention of the cotton gin 

in 1793 triggered a huge demand for cotton plantations in the Deep South.  By 1819 there were 

exactly 11 free and 11 slave states.  By 1830 the number of freed blacks had grown to 319,000, 

yet there still remained 2 million black slaves.  In 1839 the famous Amistad Slave Ship Revolt 

occurred.  In the 1850s the underground railroads of abolitionists like Harriet Tubman became 

prevalent.  In 1852 Uncle Tomôs Cabin was penned and in 1857 the legendary Dred Scott Case 
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grabbed the nationôs attention, casting light on the darkness of slavery and discrimination.   

During this time a young politician and soon to be lawyer, Abraham Lincoln, was stepping on 

the scene with a newly formed political party, the Republicans.  The Republican Party was 

formed in the 1850s as the anti-slavery party and principal opponent to the pro-slavery 

democratic party.  Lincoln and the Republicans worked to win the presidential election of 1860 

becoming the first Republican president.  In 1862 he used his powers under Article II section 2 

of the US Constitution and he issued the first of two executive orders known as the Emancipation 

Proclamation, which declared the freedom of all slaves in any state of the union.  Of course, this 

did not end it all, what was on paper had to be put to practice.  Emancipation was largely carried 

out by abolitionists like Frederick Douglas who spoke at Lincolnôs funeral praising the 

Emancipation Proclamation yet also speaking of Lincolnôs tardiness in getting it done sooner.   

In 1865 the 13
th
 Amendment abolished slavery and all involuntary servitude.  This was 

important because states like Delaware, Kentucky and Missouri were holding on to slaves.  

Lincoln did not want the Emancipation Proclamation to be seen as a temporary measure done 

during the war either, so this sealed abolitionary efforts making it very difficult to reverse them.  

The Civil Rights Act of 1866 gave rights to freed slaves, specifically rights to make contracts, 

sue, bear witness in court and own private property.  The Democrat politician Andrew Johnson 

vetoed this act saying blacks were not qualified to be US citizens, but the Republican congress 

overrode the presidential veto on April 6, 1866.  There were scores of civil rights acts like this.  

In time, blacks were freed in the eyes of the law, but social discrimination seemed to persist with 

unending stamina.  The so-called Jim Crow South was born and blacks were forced to live under 

horrible conditions that were slave-like.  To survive, blacks began to build there own 

communities with their own schools and businesses.  Through great sacrifices, black doctors, 
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lawyers and businessmen emerged.  The greatest source of strength was the emergence of the 

black church.  In the Great Awakening, Baptist and Methodist preachers traveled through the 

South and preached the gospel to Black Americans, converting them to evangelicalism.  In 1788, 

The First African Baptist Church of Savannah, Georgia was formed under the leadership of 

George Leile (1750-1820).  In the early 1800s black churches formed in places like Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania and Petersburg, Virginia.  Black pastors like Absalom Jones (1746 ï February 13, 

1818) and Richard Allen (1760ï1831) became powerful voices for abolition.  This trend 

continued through the 1800s into the 1900s as Christian preachers, black and white, joined to 

expose the evils of white oppression.
39

  In the 1900s abolitionists like Martin Luther King Jr. 

emerged from the black church and gained the attention of the global community.  By the mid to 

late 1900s the power of the Jim Crow South was weaning and abolition was taking ground as the 

Christian church advanced its case, officially making slavery illegal on American soil and 

working to make it unthinkable, desegregating the effects it had on the culture.   

In addition to the influence of Christianity, another major force was the notion of human 

rights.  Of course, the two are related, but the notion of human rights struck a cord with people 

beyond the context of Christianity.  John Stott observes, ñAlongside the violation of human 

rights, even while abuses and outrages have increased, there seems to have been a corresponding 

growth in the recognition of rights and in concern for their safeguarding.ò
40

  Slavery slowly 

reduced in the modern scene because the notion of human rights had increased.
41

  In the early 

                                                 
39 They also worked to expose the oppression of other people.  For example, in the early 1900s there was the White Slave Traffic 
Act, also known as the Mann Act, that combated the sale of white women in the sex trade.   
40 John Stott.  Human Rights and Human Wrongs.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1999, p.167. 
41 All societies throughout human history have had concepts of rights or legitimate entitlements.  These rights can be broken 
down into formal and natural.  Formal rights are based on achievements, contract and status.  Natural rights are based on 
nature, for example a parentôs right in relation to their child.  Human rights are a special class or kind of natural rights.  
Ramachandra explains, ñThere is a special class of natural rights which has come to be called human rights.  These are rights 
that are ascribed to human beings simply because they belong to the human species.  They are not based on achievement, 
contract or social status.  Nor are they conferred on human beings by governments or legal systems.  The latter only recognize 
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1200s Britain produced the Magna Carta a document with profound interest in human rights, 

calling for freedom and fair trial.  In the late 1600s Britain produced a Bill of Rights that 

balanced powers for human rights.  In the late 1700s the American Declaration of Independence 

was drafted, calling for a variety of human rights describing them as ñself-evidentò and that ñall 

men are created equalò since they ñare endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights.ò   

In the modern era human rights took central stage when technology allowed the world to 

see the horrors of WWII and the utter wickedness of Hitlerôs heinous military and Japanôs 

cruelty.  In 1941 President Roosevelt offered his famous State of the Union address in which he 

spoke of ñessential freedomsò, which were basic human rights.  Four years later the United 

Nations was established, penning the preamble of its charter, ñWe, the people of the United 

Nationsé. To reaffirm faith in fundamental human rightséò  In 1946, the United Nations 

established the Human Rights Commission which issued the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights.  The preamble of this document declares the ñinherent dignity, of the equal and 

inalienable rights, of all members of the human family.ò  In 1948 the United Nations produced 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which declares in Article 4 that: ñNo one shall be 

held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their forms.ò   In 

1950 there was the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights.  In 1953 there was 

the European Commission on Human Rights.  In 1958 European Court of Human Rights.  1968 

was declared the International Year of Human Rights.   

As the 20
th
 century closed and we entered the 21

st
, many moves we made in the global 

scene to further awaken and solidify the notion of human rights.  In 1993 the American Anti-

Slavery Group was born to fight the widespread slavery in the African countries of Mauritania 

                                                                                                                                                             
and articulate them.  Natural human rights are grounded in the nature of human beings.ò ( Vinoth Ramachandra.  Subverting 
Global Myths.  Downers Grove, IL:  IVP, 2008).     
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and Sudan and beyond. In 1995 The United States government issues the Model Business 

Principles, which calls for all businesses to voluntarily adopt and implement codes of conduct, in 

which they are urged to do no business with places that use slave labor.  In 1998 the Global 

March against Child Labor was established, which protested places like Burma who were 

defying the UNôs calls to end government sponsored slavery.  In 2000 the Trafficking Victims 

Protection Act was signed into law. This legislation increased penalties for traffickers, providing 

social services for trafficking victims and allowing victims to remain in the United States while 

trafficking cases go through investigation. As the 21
st
 century has progressed, we see that 

modernization has not solved the evil of slavery.  Legislations are still being passed to help end 

the practice of slavery and at every turn abolitionists take there seems to be new manifestations 

of this seemingly immortal evil. 

 

V.  Slavery is not History  

 

After surveying the history of slavery we see that many advances have been made to 

abolish it, yet sadly there is much to be done.  This is not a thing of the past only to be read in 

history books.  The assumption of numbers of people in the West is that slavery ended a long 

time ago.  Furthermore, many assume that slavery is something that is relegated only to the 

developing or third world and no longer extant in the West.  Such assumptions are proven false 

when one looks at the global scene today.  On June 4, 2008 the U.S. released a report on human 

trafficking and in this report the former Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice, stated ñTrafficking 

and exploitation plague all nations, and no country, even ours, is immune.ò Renown 

criminologists Alexis A. Aronowitz and Monika Peruffo note that ñThe exploitation and human 
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rights abuses resulting from the smuggling and trafficking of human beings [slavery] have 

become one of the most critical issues of modern times.ò
42

  They have observed that, ñthe illicit 

movement and trade in human beings occurs in almost every nation in the world.ò
43

  

In the introduction of this paper, I referenced the research and subsequent statistics of 

Professor Kevin Bales who arrived at the estimate of 27 million people in slavery today.  If Dr. 

Balesô number is accurate ï and it is fairly conservative ï this would mean that there are more 

people in slavery today than at any other time in human history.  In recent times, while 

abolitionist movements have fought vigorously, we have experienced a resurgence of slavery.  In 

fact, human trafficking is considered to be ñthe fastest-growing form of organized crime.ò
44

  

Slavery has increased so dramatically that it is now considered to be the third largest illegal 

business in the global scene.
45

  According to Steve Chalke, ñAt any one time, it is estimated that 

over 2.5 million are recruited, entrapped, transported and exploited within enforced labour as a 

result of trafficking within countries, or between them.ò
46

   

Toward the beginning of this paper (see III. The Different Kinds of Slavery), I outlined 

seven kinds or forms of slavery as categorized by Professor Suzanne Miers.  Elaborating on her 

categories, I explained these forms and then offered a brief history of slavery.  At this point, I 

will return to Miersô categories to illustrate how each of these kinds or forms are alive today in 

our modern world.  It would be an impossible task to exhaustively survey each of these kinds of 

slavery in our modern era.  Thus, I will merely offer a few examples of each to show the reader 

that slavery is alive.  In fact, all forms of slavery are living and breathing today.   

                                                 
42 Alexis A. Aronowitz and Monika Peruffo, ñTrafficking in Human Beings and Related Crimes in West and Central Africa,ò The 
Blackwell Companion to Criminology.  William J. Chamblis (ed). Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2004, p.395. 
43 Ibid, p.345. 
44 Chalke, p.14. 
45 Ibid, p.12. 
46 Ibid, p. 25. 
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A.  Chattel Slavery is alive today 

 

Of the kinds of slavery surveyed by Miers and discussed in this paper, chattel slavery is 

the least popular today.  However, the scars of chattel slavery and its impact on societies are still 

visible today and they have created environments in which other forms of slavery are able to 

flourish.  Just like in the ancient days, chattel slaves today are used for their labor, they are bred 

and sold for money or exchanged for goods, like cars, guns or camels.  Dr. Meirs observes, ñAt 

the end of the twentieth century, vestiges of slavery could still be found almost everywhere 

where chattel slavery had been practiced.ò
47

  And while chattel slavery is unpopular, it is still 

alive today.  There is an estimated 90,000 chattel slaves that continue to serve the Muslim Berber 

ruling class.
48

 According to the American Anti-Slavery group, in Mauritania, where slavery was 

legally abolished in 1980, scores of darker-skinned Africans still live as the property of the 

Muslim Berber communities.
49

 Pascale Harter estimates the number of slaves in Mauritania 

today to be around one million and half of these are children.
50

  Mauritania is 99.84% Muslim,
51

 

and their government is an Islamic republic based on a combination of Sharia (Islamic law) and 

French civil law.  Arabs in the African country of Sudan, are known to raid the villages, 

slaughter innocent people and take scores of women and children to become chattel slaves.
 52

   

 Chattel slavery is alive and well in the Muslim north of the Sudan, where people are 

struggling to build after years of war.  Chattel slavery in Sudan is largely race-based and religion 

                                                 
47 Miers, p.421. 
48 Modern Slavery 101 (accessed at http://iabolish.org/modern_slavery101/  on April 15, 2009). 
49 Slavery in Mauritania accessed at http://www.antislavery.org/homepage/antislavery/award/mauritania_slavery_2009.htm on 
April 26, 2009.  According to this article approximately 18 percent of Mauritania's population (over half a million people) live in 
slavery today. 
50 Harter, Pascale. ñSlavery: Mauritaniaôs Best Kept Secret.ò BBC News. December 13, 2004. BBC News Online (accessed at 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/africa/4091579.stm on April 27, 2009). 
51 Mauritania (accessed at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauritania on February 17, 2009). 
52 Modern Slavery 101 accessed at http://iabolish.org/modern_slavery101/  on April 15, 2009. 
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based.  Muslims are known for enslaving non-Muslims and Sudanese of dark skin.  In Sudan, 

slavery is making a comeback as the result of a war waged over the past twelve years by the 

Muslim north against the Christians and Animists in the south. Sudan means "land of the blacks" 

in Arabic, and for centuries black Africans were abducted in Sudan as part of the Arabian slave 

trade. Anti-Slavery researchers describe a revival of a racially-based slave trade where armed 

northern militias raid the southern civilian villages for slaves. Reports to the UN Commission on 

Human Rights have underscored the racial aspect of such practices as victims are exclusively 

persons belonging to the indigenous tribes of the Nuba Mountains (darker-skinned Africans). 

Government-armed Arab militias are known to kill the men and enslave the women and children 

as personal property or to march them north to be auctioned off and sold. 

 

B.  Debt-bondage is alive today 

 

According to Miers, ñDebt-bondage [is]é one of the most widespread forms of 

contemporary slavery.ò
53

  Abolitionist David Batstone writes, ñBonded labor has existed for 

centuries and continues to be the most common form of slavery in the world today.ò
54

  He 

explains the ñtypical scenarioò of debt-bondage as follows: ñan individual falls under the control 

of a wealthy patron after taking a small loan.  The patron adds egregious rates of interest and 

inflates expenses to the original principle so that the laborer finds it impossible to repay.ò
 55

  As 

westerners we know what it is like to be enslaved to debt only in a metaphoric sense.  Our credit 

cards place us in debt and drive some to bankruptcy, but it usually due to consumerism and not 

buying for lifeôs necessities (food and shelter).  Likewise, our debt is something that dies with us.  

                                                 
53 Miers, p.423. 
54 David Batstone. Not for Sale: The Return of the Global Slave Tradeðand How We Can Stop It. HarperOne, 2007.p.3.   
55 Ibid. 
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Batstone explains that ñDebt slaves may spend their entire life in service to a single slaveholder, 

and their ñobligationò may be passed on to their children.ò
56

 

In her book Trapped, global researcher Binka Le Breton documents cases of thousands of 

men held in slavery in the cattle ranches of the Amazon jungle.  She writes of ñthe endless cycle 

of debt slavery that frequently ends in death.ò
57

  Recounting actual and typical examples of debt-

bondage slavery, Le Breton reports: 

 

é[men will willingly ] climb aboard the truck that will take them many hundreds of 

miles away to their promised land.  They little realize they are on a one-way journey 

to slavery and few, if any, of them will ever go home.  Conditions in the labor camps 

are harsh, malaria is prevalent, all expenses will be discounted against the promised 

wages ï which seldom materialize.  Imprisoned by debt, secured by terror tactics, 

they will be lucky to finish the contract with any money at all, and if they do, it will 

be a matter of days before they will have to sign up for the next one.58  

 

The cycle of debt-bondage slavery is relentless and the creditors who create these systems have 

made manipulation and oppression into an art.
59

  Creditors prey on the poor, uneducated and the 

weak in order to exploit them and ensnare them into the invisible chains of modern slavery.
60

  

The Amazon is unfortunately an example of the many places today where debt bondage slavery 

occurs.  It is most prevalent inn Southeast Asia, leaving an estimated 15 to 20 million victims in 

bondage.  Due to poverty, slave masters manipulate parents to offer themselves or their own 

children as collateral against loans.  With the promise of work, such parents believe the loan will 

                                                 
56 Ibid. 
57 Bunka Le Breton. Trapped: Modern-day Slavery in the Brazilian Amazon.  Bloomfield, CT: Kumarian Press, 2003, p.vii. 
58 Le Breton, p. vii. 
59 Le Breton tells how  ñCreditors could keep debtors in bondage indefinitely in two main ways.  They could levy illegal fines, or 
charge for food, tools, fertilizer, and other essentials, while keeping wages too low for the debts ever to be repaid.  Alternatively, 
they could maintain that all the labor performed by the debtor was collateral for the debt and could not be used to reduce it.  If the 
debtor could not perform all the tasks demanded of him, his wife and children might be forced to work and hence they, too, were 
bonded.  Succeeding generations might never get out of debt, making bondage effectively hereditaryò (p.423). 
60 Hereôs an example.  ñIn Brazil, it was the result of unemployment and extreme poverty in some areas and a great demand for 
labor for development in others.  Contractors drove into the towns, promised the urban poor lucrative jobs, and gave them an 
advance of pay.  On arrival, recruits found they were charged for their transport, food, housing, and tools, and that their wages 
were too low to repay their debts.  Women were forced into prostitution.  Men had to work fourteen-hour days, six days a week, 
for less than a dollar a day in forests, plantations and mines.  In more remote areas of Amazonia, escape was almost impossible.  
Camps were patrolled by guards, and officials were bribed to return runawaysò (Le Breton, pp.424-425).  



 

Page |   

 

29 

be manageable, but there are many strings attached, hidden fees (e.g. food, shelter, etc.) and 

empty promises.   As a result, parents become enslaved and their children are forced along, 

leaving the whole family trapped and perhaps even their childrenôs children will be born into this 

debt as the vicious cycle of debt bondage takes captive several generations.  Often in these 

situations, the men in the family are used for labor and the women are forced into prostitution as 

a way to pay off the debt.  In Western Europe and Latin America, the practice of prostitution 

debt-slavery claims millions. The practice of debt slavery today is no secret.  The United Nations 

has issued a prohibition against it, but this has done little to end debt slavery.   

 

C.  The exploitation of children is alive today  

 

A testimony to the depravity of humanity is the existence of child slavery.  The 

International Labour Organization (ILO) estimates that two children per minute are trafficked for 

sexual exploitation.
61

  The prevalence of exploited children in our modern world should be no 

surprise to the globally aware, especially not in our country where the government has created a 

department in the Criminal Division of the U.S. Department of Justice known as the Child 

Exploitation and Obscenity Section.  Given the prevalence of exploited children, C.N. Derby has 

described exploited children as the ñslavery of our time.ò  He wrote an eye-opening paper on 

exploited children, entitled "Child Labor Exploitation: the Slavery of our Time" which he 

presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association in 2004 revealing the 

widespread moral disease of child slavery.
62

  The documented cases of child slavery and 

                                                 
61 Ibid. 
62 The paper can be obtained on this link:  http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p108631_index.html . 
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exploitation are heart wrenching.  Miers succinctly surveys some of this exploitation in her work, 

observing the below. 

In El Salvador, children as young as six were sent by their parents to scavenge in 

garbage dumps.  Others worked fourteen hours a day wading in mosquito-ridden 

swamps searching for small mollusks in the mud, smoking cigars to keep off the 

insects, and taking amphetamines to keep awake.  In Tanzania in 2000, children 

worked in the Tanzanite mines delivering tools to miners working 300 meters below 

ground.  They might work eighteen hours a day, suffering from intense heat, graphite 

dust, and poor nutrition for at most a $1.20 a day.  In West Africa and in Haiti and 

elsewhere, hundreds of thousands of children, mostly girls, many under fourteen, 

were sent by poor parents to middle-class families in townsé [to be] used as 

household drudgesésubject t physical abuseé. Many children worked in life-

threatening conditions: in fireworks factories in India or China, for example, and in 

the fume-ridden camps of Brazil.  Small boys were kidnapped, or lured from South 

Asia to ride in camel races in the Gulf States.  In Bangladesh, the death of a seven-

year-old jockey in April 2001 sparked protests by former child jockeys.  é Most 

dangerous of all, children were used in armed combaté boys between twelve and 

seventeen had been forcibly recruited into the army or into rebel forces in 

Afghanistan, Angola, Cambodia, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Mozambique, 

Nicaragua, Peru, the Philippines, Sudan, Uganda, and Vietnam.63 

 

For many in the West, it is difficult to understand how such child slavery occurs.  Even when it 

appears on the television, we are quick to change the channel because the horrors of what we see 

are easier ignored.  Yet, the statistics cannot be ignored.  In 2004 the UN did a study on the 

exploitation of children internationally, which they titled Ten Million Children Exploited for 

Domestic Labor.  The titles really say it all.  

According to research done by the United Nations Childrenôs Fund (Unicef) there is a 

huge problem of child slavery in Africa affecting millions.64  In Indonesia there are 700,000 

children in slavery and/or exploited labor fields.
65

  In Brazil there are 559,000; in Pakistan 

                                                 
63 Miers, pp.426-428. 
64 BBC News. "Scale of African Slavery Revealed" April 23, 2004 (accessed at http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-
/2/hi/africa/3652021.stm on May 16, 2009). In fifty-three African nations there has been documented data showing the flourishing 
slavery of children.  Working with this research, Imogen Foulkes discovered that these children are often trafficked domestically 
and even globally.  The research showed that 89% of the African countries had trafficking children domestically, but 34% also 
had a human trade to Europe. 
65 Batstone, p.6. 
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264,000; and in Haiti 250,000.
66

  In the Philippines there is an estimated four million children 

(ages 5 to 17) who are exploited into full blown slavery, working 15 hours a day for 7 days a 

week.
67

  Slave masters use the children for labor, especially fishing, farming, domestic work and 

mining.  Tragically, some of these children are used also for prostitution.  In Manila, child 

prostitution is common.  The labor leaves children physically and psychologically damaged, 

suffering injuries, skin diseases, damage from exposure to chemical and biological agents, body 

burns, and hearing impairment, not to mention the diseases (like AIDS, syphilis, etc.) and the 

harm inflicted on those enslaved in prostitution.  According to the International Labour 

Organizationôs (ILO) research, there are about a 100,000 children in Asia involved in 

prostitution rings.  These rings take on a variety of forms, from the cheap brothels and discos to 

the extravagant  massage parlors and tourist boats.  The voices for abolition are once again 

Christian.  Men like Card Gaudencio Rosales, the archbishop of Manila, has spoken against this 

evil and the countrymen and political leaders who allow the evil to persist.  Rosales has managed 

to get some attention from the government, gaining some educational grants to help the poor, but 

nothing substantive has surfaced to eradicate the evil of child slavery and the greed of these 

oppressors.   

Children are bought and sold like chattel by avaricious slave traders.  It is estimated that 

two children per minute are trafficked for sexual exploitation.
68

   Batstone uncovers how in 

Asian cultures there is a ñgrowing demand for virgins [which] has created a niche marketé for 

commercial sex.ò
69

  Some men will even ñpay parents years in advance to ñsponsorò a young 

child.  The families receive a regular payment to raise a healthy daughter, and when the sponsor 

                                                 
66 Ibid. 
67 Santosh Digal.  "Philippines: Four Million Child Slaves, Exploited Sexually or for their Labour" Asia News, 05/12/2009 
(accessed at http://www.asianews.it/view4print.php?l=en&art=15218  on April 28, 2009). 
68 Chalke, p.12. 
69 Batstone, p.60. 
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is ready, he will come and use her for sex.ò
70

  This immoral climate has created a booming 

industry of sex tourism for pedophiles.  Batstone describes the scene in Asia as follows: 

Every night the streets of Bangkok are filled with middle-aged men who walk hand-

in-hand with teenage girls.  These sex tourists have traveled from all over the world 

to be here and play out their own private fantasy.  Some men pay for quick sex, but 

most prefer to buy a ñgirlfriendò for an entire night or even several days.  The johns 

behave like young adolescents, publicly pawing their ñdates,ò squeezing their 

buttocks and breasts with little shame.71  

 

Apparently, in Japan, China, Korea and Taiwan there is a ñdemand for young girls who are 

virgins.  In these Asian cultures sex with a virgin is thought to bring good luck to a new business 

venture.ò
 72

  With this niche market and demand, ñA growing number of parents market their 

daughterôs virginity like an independent talent agent, selling her to the highest bidder for a one-

time sexual experience once she reaches the age of twelve or thirteen.ò
73

 

Perhaps the most disturbing trend of child slavery has been this rise of sexual tourism that 

destroys children.  Child prostitution was estimated in 1995 to be an industry worth US $5 

billion globally (United Nations 1996: 13).ò
74

 In the global market, tourism is an incredibly large 

industry.  Many people travel to the third world.  According to Seabrook, in the mid 90s about 6 

million people visited Thailand and two-thirds were single males.  This large number cannot be 

accounted for by business and sight-seeing tourism.  All the data suggests that this number is 

inflated by pedophile tourists who target places where they can get away with demonic behavior.  

Since corrupt governments allow this to occur, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) came in 

to save the day.  They targeted countries that were known for allowing children to be abused.  

They worked to gain a sympathetic ear with Western governments, since most of the pedophiles 

                                                 
70 Batstone, p.61. 
71 Ibid, pp.59-60. 
72 Ibid, p.60. 
73 Ibid, p.61. 
74 Jeremy Seabrook.  No Hiding Place: Child Sex Tourism and the Role of Extraterritorial Legislation: London: Zed Books, 2000, 
p. 121.   
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were coming from the West.  Organizations like the ECPAT, End Child Prostitution in Asian 

Tourism, were formed to expose these exploiters.  Seabrook observes that ñThe 1996 report of 

the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children and Child Pornography estimated 

that about one million children in Asia are victims of the sex trade (UN Commission on Human 

Rights 1996: 7).ò
75

  The ECPAT later broadened to ECP, End Child Prostitution, Child 

Pornography and Trafficking in Children for Sexual Purposes.   Through the help of NGOs, evil 

doers who turn children into commodities to be sold, used and discarded when done are being 

exposed and brought to justice. 

In addition to the sexual exploitation of children, using children for war is another serious 

enterprise in child slavery.  Children are used as soldiers, spies and even living human shields for 

the merciless militaries of many cultures.  According to researchers Sophie and George Skarbek-

Borowska, "There are currently over 300,000 active child soldiers, in addition to uncertain 

numbers of former child soldiers left to fend for themselves once peace has been established."
76

  

Without proper medical and psychological care, these former child soldiers will never be able to 

enter normal life again.  The post-traumatic stress of war is something that children, yet alone 

adults, are made to handle.  Borowska explains the medical sufferings of these children:  

The main difficulties faced by former child soldiers and those trying to help them are 

limited healthcare access and social stigma.  Local hospitals do not have the 

equipment or the medications to provide adequate treatment, and as a result many 

child soldiers go without medical attention for long periods of time.  Common 

combat-related injuries include hearing loss, blindness, and limb amputations, usually 

from landmines or grenades.  Prostheses are in high demand because so many 

amputees are still growing and need frequent replacements.  Sexually transmitted 

diseases (STDs), malaria, skin and respiratory diseases, malnutrition, bone 

deformation from carrying heavy loads, as well as drug and alcohol addiction are 

widespread.77  

 

                                                 
75 Ibid. 
76 Sophie Skarbek-Borowska and George W. Skarbek-Borowski, "Child Soldiers", Handbook of Bioterrorism and Disaster 
Medicine.  Robert E. Antosia and John D. Cahill (eds.). NY: Springer Publishers, 2006, p.401. 
77 Ibid. 
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Children returning from war face serious obstacles in life.  Governments are divided over 

whether children should be prosecuted for war crimes, yet alone how to rehabilitate them.   The 

complexities of child slavery are far reaching.  Unfortunately, with global powers like militant 

Islam and various communist regimes, children will continue to be exploited as soldiers in such 

notorious armies as the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, Abu Sayyaf Group and the communist 

New People's Army.  The eradication of child soldiers will require global diplomacy.  Measures 

have been made by the global community, starting with the Geneva Conventions of 1949 up to 

the measures of the United Nations Security Council in 2008, yet these decisions have yet to be 

observed or enforced with lasting success.  In the mean time, children remain victimized by the 

governments who should protect them from such atrocities.   

 The cheapest price for a child slave in a 1996 report was $15.
78

  This was actually lower 

than what slaves were sold for in the mid-nineteenth century (around $32 dollars).
79

  Within in 

three years the prices shot up quite a bit.  According to a 1999 source, a young male slave could 

be sold for $500-$700 US, a mature female for $700-$1000 US, and a young and healthy female 

for even more.
80

  The reason girls are more expensive than boys is due to the nature of sexual 

exploitation, there is a greater demand for sexual services of girls, not to mention girls used for 

domestic labor also have reproductive abilities that benefit slave masters who want to breed.   

For many in the West, it is difficult to understand how a parent could sell their child into 

slavery.  How on earth does a parent sell their child into slavery?  This question is often asked by 

those who underestimate evil and the depravity of the human heart.  Just as there is evil bound in 

the heart of the slave master, so too there is evil bound in the hearts of scores of parents who 

exploit their children in this manner.  And the condition of poverty in places where child slavery 

                                                 
78 Gregory, Joseph R. ñAfrican Slavery 1996.ò First Things 63, May 1996: 37-39, p. 3.   
79 Ransford, Oliver. The Slave Trade: The Story of Transatlantic Slavery. Great Britain: Cox & Wyman Ltd., 1971, p. 102. 
80 Kevin Bales. Understanding Global Slavery.  Berkeley, University of California, 2005, p. 86. 
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flourishes only serves to prey on the greed in the human heart.  Admittedly, it is a bit simplistic 

to answer the question by blaming it on evil or poverty.  It is worth noting other factors involved 

in the enslavement of children, some of which do not implicate parents of moral wrongdoing. 

Some child slavery occurs not as a result of evil parents.  In many cases, evil men kidnap 

children from virtuous homes and neighborhoods, such as the reports of Arabs traveling through 

black communities and snatching children from the street.
81

  There are scores of court cases of 

such parents fighting to get their children back.  For example, there are reports of children being 

abducted and brought to the United Arab Emirates as camel jockeys.
82

  In addition to being 

victimized by kidnapping, many parents become victimized by the trickery of slave masters.  

Parents who desire the best for their children get hoodwinked by slave traders who pose as 

educational representatives, promising their children scholarships to schools.  Parents then hand 

their children over, thinking they are giving their child something they cannot afford, only to 

place them in the hands of a wicked slave driver.  Their children end up in a never-ending array 

of fields like cottage industries, factories, quarries, circuses and prostitution.  Children end up 

suffering physical abuse and life threatening conditions.
83

  Police and government agencies are 

paid off to look the other way as the greed for money perpetuates the unthinkable.   

It is sickening to think of the girls kidnapped and forced into prostitution to work brothels 

in Brazil.  It is deplorable to think that the pimps of these girls are paid $2.50 to have sex with 

                                                 
81 According to a Mauritanian man named Mamadou Bocar Ba, Some white Arabs go traveling about like normal people around 
cities and villages, and when they see black kids alone playing outside the village, they generally capture those kids. They are 
traveling with their camelséso they have a big basket. They put the child in the basketéand then they run away with the 
childéand they still do that in 1995  (Samuel Cotton. Silent Terror. NY: Harlem River Press, 1999, p. 84-86.) 
82 According to one 2004 source, ñchildren as young as five or six are kidnappedé. and trained to ride racing camels. They are 
often injured in the racing and maltreated by the trainersé the practice continues and children have been filmed riding in camel 
races in the 2002 season.ò  Van den Anker, p. 58.  The author also notes that some jockeys are not kidnapped, they are ñsold by 
their parents or taken on false pretencesò (p.58). 
83 Dr Rodomiro Ortiz at the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) in Nigeria, told the BBC's World Business Report 
that 254,000 children had been identified as working in hazardous conditions.  



 

Page |   

 

36 

them.
84

  It is saddening to think of babies kidnapped and sold to scandalous adoption agencies, 

who sell the babies for profits to people overseas.  As for the parents who intentionally sell their 

children off, it is not only sickening and saddening, it is utterly bewildering.  There are cultures 

in which parents give their children into slavery as religious gifts and even wedding gifts.  Lest 

we think that ñtheyò are the problem and ñweò are not, it is important to realize that we are all 

members of the global community and thus we often share in the evils that persist.  For example, 

West Africa supplies 70% of the worldôs cocoa and they are known for using child labor and 

slavery.
85

 In April 2001, journalist Humphrey Hawksley of the BBC exposed the child 

trafficking in the Ivory Coast for cocoa production, showing children imprisoned on farms and 

being sold for 15 euro (about 21 dollars).  All of us who enjoy chocolate need to make sure that 

the treats we enjoy are not made by the hands of child slaves.
86

  In the words of abolitionist Rhys 

Ifans, ñIf you eat chocolate that isnôt traffick free, then youôve got blood on your teeth.ò
87

  And 

these words are quite similar to the 11 year old cocoa slave who said, ñWhen you eat chocolate, 

you eat my flesh.ò
88

  Not only the blood of the child slaves who were used for farming the 

chocolate, but also, the blood of the innocent killed as a result of the revenues from the cocoa 

trade that were used to fund the armed conflict in the Ivory Coast.
89

 

 

 

                                                 
84 Batstone, p. 60. 
85 BBC News. "Child Labour Rife in Cocoa Sector."  August, 2002 (accessed at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/2166032.stm 
on May 17, 2009). 
86 Corene Israel reports: ñChild trafficking in the cocoa industry is relatively unheard of in a world where social justice is rapidly 
gaining momentum.  But the problem is extensive in West Africa, and in particular the Ivory Coast, which alone has an estimated 
18,000 cocoa farms and is responsible for almost 40 percent of the worldôs supply of chocolate.  The allure of a job on a cocoa 
farm is strong for poor migrant children looking to make some money ï who are then forced into intensive labor, often never 
seeing a penny of money they were promisedò (Corene Israel, ñTrade in the Lies,ò Relevant Magazine, November/December 08, 
Issue 36, p.75). 
87 Chalke, p.96. 
88 Ibid, p. 99. 
89 Ibid, p. 98. 
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D.  Adult Trafficking and forced prostitution is alive today 

 

Adult trafficking and forced prostitution are very dominant forms of slavery in our 

modern world.  UNICEF believes human trafficking generates between 10 and 12 billion dollars 

a year.
90

    The International Labour Organization (ILO) estimates that the mere selling of 

individuals per year is around 10 billion, not to mention the money generated from their 

services.
91

  The United States Department figures there are 800,000 people trafficked across 

international borders each year.
92

  Unfortunately, our country is not exempt.  According to the 

US State Department, in 2004 there were between 14,500 and 17,500 people trafficked into our 

country.
93

   

In his discussion of human trafficking, Steve Chalke insightfully writes, ñIn 2007 the 

world commemorated 200 years since the abolition of the trans-Atlantic slave trade.  éBut 

slavery, especially trafficking, has not been consigned to the history books.  On the contrary it is 

alive and thriving, on a scale that is bigger and more brutal than ever before, throughout the 

world.ò
94

  In February 2008, there were more than 1.5 million declarations from every continent 

in the world at the United Nations calling for the prevention of slavery, the prosecution of 

traffickers and the protection of enslaved.
95

  In his speech before the United Nations General 

Assembly in September 2003, the former President George Bush spoke of trafficking as a 

ñhumanitarian crisis.ò
96

  Bush said, ñEach year 800,000 to 900,000 human beings are being 

bought, sold, or forced across the worldôs bordersé The trade in human beings for any purpose 

                                                 
90 Ibid.   
91 Ibid 
92 Chalke, p.12. 
93 Ibid. 
94 Chalke, p.14. 
95 Ibid, p.17. 
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